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provincial Royal Commission on Education and Youth set up in 1964, consolidation of the 
school systems of the major Protestant denominations has taken place but the Roman 
Catholic, Pentecostal and Seventh Day Adventist denominations still operate their own 
schools. Further reorganization occurred in 1969 when schools operated by 300 
denominational-boards in the province were regrouped into 35 districts. The Pentecostal 
Assemblies and the Seventh Day Adventists each operate one "school district" which, in 
theory if not in practice, embraces the whole province. The largest single denomination in the 
province, Roman Catholic, continues to operate its own system but the number of its boards 
was recently reduced from over 100 to 15. 

Pre-grade I enrolment in Newfoundland is not compulsory but, with the construction of 
larger and more centralized elementary schools, increasing numbers of five-year-olds have 
been admitted for instruction in kindergarten classes and, by the fall of 1971, the kindergarten 
enrolment as a proportion of the five-year-old population had reached 95%. The number of 
children in nursery schools and kindergartens run by private individuals remains quite small. 

There are two major patterns of school organization in the province: elementary schools 
(kindergarten and grades 1-6) with central high schools (grades 7-11), and elementary schools 
(kindergarten and grades 1-8) with regional high schools (grades 9-11). There are only a few 
junior high schools (grades 7-9) in the province which is also served by a network of 11 district 
vocational schools. No vocational instruction, except for commercial courses, is given in the 
secondary schools. 

Tertiary education includes both university and post-secondary non-university programs. 
Memorial University in Newfoundland offers degree courses in arts and sciences, commerce 
and business administration, education, engineering and applied sciences, and certificate 
courses in public administration and banking. Post-secondary non-university education is 
offered at the College of Trades and Technology and the College of Fisheries, Navigation, 
Marine Engineering and Electronics. Nurses' (RN) diploma courses are conducted exclusively 
in hospital schools. 

Prince Edward Island. During the past decade. Prince Edward Island has moved from small 
education units toward consolidation. In July 1972, a major reorganization of the provincial 
school administration changed the system formerly organized along county lines to one of five 
administrative units. 

Kindergarten classes are not part of the publicly controlled school system; however, 
nurseries and kindergartens operated by private individuals provide some pre-grade 1 classes 
although the enrolment is still quite small in relation to the four- and five-year-old population. 

The major pattern of school organization in Prince Edward Island until junior 
matriculation is: elementary school (grades 1-6), junior high school (grades 7-9) and senior 
high school (grades 10-12); an additional pattern consists of elementary school (grades 1-8) 
and high school (grades 9-12). As in other provinces. Prince Edward Island is working toward a 
system that will eliminate "grade" promotion in favour of "subject" promotion, using a 
"credit" system. Five percent of the elementary and secondary pupils currently receive their 
education in French, and French is taught as a second language in all other schools. 

The province is served by a network of 15 regional high schools offering academic 
programs from grades 9-12 and a one- or two-year business education course. Two vocational 
high schools provide a variety of four-year trade courses — a one-year orientation program 
followed by three years of training in a specific trade concomitant with academic instruction in 
language, mathematics and science. 

The Prince Edward Island School of Nursing is now the only establishment offering a 
nursing diploma leading to professional registration (RN). Two new institutions were opened 
in Charlottetown in 1969 - the University of Prince Edward Island which replaced the former 
Prince of Wales College and St. Dunstan's University, and Holland College which offers 
post-secondary vocational training. 

Nova Scotia. As in other provinces. Nova Scotia has had changes in the organizational 
structure of elementary and secondary education. The Educational Assistance Act and certain 
amendments to the Education Act, both passed by the provincial legislature in 1968, allowed 
for the creation of amalgamated school boards. Three amalgamated boards began operation in 
1970-71, and their operation is being evaluated. In addition, there are other boards designated 
as rural, urban and regional. 


